God’s Will Be Done

| have heard many preachers say, “My goal is to go to Heaven and to take someone
with me, or to take as many as | can with me.” That is supposed to sound so heart-
warming. And you’re supposed to think, “What a wonderful man of God!” BUNK!!

All my Christian life | have never adopted that statement. It sounds so selfish to me.
There is so much that needs to be done in the lives of people right here on Earth. Life
is emotionally painful for many people. And the emotions drag our physical health
down. We become one big blob of painful flesh with a mind and a will that is supposed
to get us through the torture. And the preacher is saying, “I'm going to Heaven, get on
the stick and come with me.” One lady shook her finger at me and said, “If you want to
go to Heaven with us, you better get it right.” I'm thinking, “No Maam, | don’t want to go
to your heaven.”

When “Going to Heaven” is your goal, you are not totally available to do God’s will on
Earth. The promise of Heaven is there; it will never go away. When that is the focus,
there’s nothing you have to do. By grace God gives to us salvation. He doesn’t count
our sins against us Romans 4:8 . You do what you think it takes to live so you can go to
Heaven; and teach others to do the same. But your life doesn’t get transformed.

God led me to another goal; and since then I've met other beautiful Christians with the
same goal. | can’t focus on the end of life when there is so much living to do right now.
Years ago when | would try to change jobs because | needed more money to live on,
my boss and his secretary would explain to me how the profit sharing program was so
good; if I would just stick with it | would end up with a very wealthy retirement. | would
tell them, “I can’t think of the future that far ahead; | have to support my family now.”

My goal is for The Will of God to be done in my life  now, and the whole journey
through. Father please continue to perfect me, and lead me to what | should do to help
others. I'm totally submitted to you. Mold me and make me after your will. Remove my
imperfections. Smooth out the rough spots. I'm totally yours- heart, mind, body, and
soul- all that I am and all that | have- 100% yours- lock, stock, and barrel- sinful nature
and all (you can control it better than | can) use me in whatever way you wish.

But Apostle Paul said, “My eyes are on the prize; I'm running to win.” Yes, he did. But
did he not also specify what prize, “the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”
Does that sound like Heaven? God is calling us upward to a higher life in Christ Jesus.
He is calling us up out of the miry muck of selfishness. He is calling us to die to self and
let Jesus live through us. He is using us to show people the way to a beautiful life on
Earth.

Paul said, “For me to live is Christ and to die is gain Philippians 1:21 .” We gain
everything by dying. But he also understood that it was more necessary for him to stay
here for the progress of others. When all selfishness is removed from my life | will be
able to endure anything. | long for the day when | am perfected. What is selfishness?



Tough Life Changes

Selfishness is anything in our lives that isn’t God’s will. If there is anything | have to do,
then | am not totally available to God, or to do God’s will. It is necessary to let God
weed some of the habits out of our lives no matter how tough it seems like it will be.

Before | gave my heart to God, | was a two-bit thief. | took things from places where |
worked. | took things from people for revenge. | even took things just for fun. Now
walk forward to five years after | gave my heart to God and listen to how tough this was.
Sometimes the things God asks us to do present a great risk, but only to the ego. God
is always there for our protection.

One day when | was about 30 years old | decided to build a go-cart for the kids (actually
it was mostly for me). 1 built a beautiful frame, engineered it to perfection, and then |
looked for an engine. | had plenty of junk | had accumulated for years. | had
everything. | looked in the garage and found a five-horse Briggs and Stratton. | got it
out and began to clean it up, shine it to perfection, everything had to be perfect. As |
was scraping the grease off | noticed something engraved into the engine block, Strawn
Rental. My Goodness, where did this engine come from?

Then | remembered a time five years earlier when my brother and | were bar-hopping.
Already drunk, we pulled up in front of the Embers Lounge and parked beside a truck

with an interesting apparatus in the back of it. | didn’t even know what it was. It had a
steel frame, a big plastic tank, and an engine. | said, “Hey, | bet that thing would look

good in the back of my truck.” And together we hoisted it over the side from one truck
to the other. We took it home and then continued running around drunk.

That night we ended up in the drunk tank for public drunkenness. The charge could
have been far worse with other things we had done. | was so selfish. | did drunk driving
and stealing without a conscience. | was engaged in grand theft when the cops came.
We slid out of the scene and sat against a fence on an empty lot.

As they were taking us to jail, | prayed to God. | didn’t know Him then. 1 only knew He
was there to punish me when | did wrong. 1 only called on Him when | was in trouble.
And | bargained for His help. | said, “If you get me out of this jam, | will quit drinking.”
He did, and | did! It only cost $25.00 each to get out of the drunk tank. | was so
relieved! That was one place where | bottomed out. | could only look upward now.

So then | quit drinking, and things happened that | soon became a Christian. Five years
later while scraping off that engine, God said to me, “l want you to return every stolen
article that is still in your possession.” | immediately obeyed. That | knew was voice of
God.

| looked up Strawn Rental in the phone book and took all the parts to that interesting
apparatus back. |told them that | had stolen it out of the back of someone’s pickup
truck. | think it was a termite exterminator, to force chemical under a cement slab.



| took back things | had stolen from Martin Sprocket and Gear. | didn’t cut myself any
slack. | openly admitted that | stole the tools and didn’t make any excuses. | don't
know how | knew that was the right thing to do. | think God led me to do that. | paid a
guy back $8.00 | had beat him out of. He was so surprised! | even gave him interest. |
took things all the way back to Geneva, lllinois. (I live in Keller, Texas.)

The most interesting thing happened after | returned some small tools to Toppy’s
Architectural Millwork. | went directly to Toppy and gave him back some router bits and
saw blades. | said to him, “I can’t explain why | stole them. | don’t have any excuse. |
just saw them, and wanted them, and | took them. And I also saw that you have much
and | have little. And that was the way | justified it.”

At that time | had been working for Robert Shaw for five years. | gave my heart to God
within the first month that | worked there. And God blessed me tremendously.
Sometimes Toppy would try to hire me back; and Robert would give me more money to
stay. He did that several times; and on the last time Toppy said to me, “Wes, you have
had more influence on my life than any man | know.” He may have been talking about
the return of the stolen articles. Maybe God touched his heart through that. Robert
gave me so much money that Toppy couldn’t afford to hire me back.

That was very risky to return everything and admit criminal activity. It was not an easy
thing to do. | could have been arrested. | had even gone back to Stafford’s Auto
Salvage in Montgomery, lllinois and told Mr. Stafford about the things | stole from him
even though I didn’t have anything to return. And | apologized to Dennis Banks, his
son-in-law for all the times | acted like the horse’s bottom dollar on the job. And | went
back to my three foster homes in Wisconsin and apologized for the way | had acted in
some situations there.

God wants to remove the selfishness from all of us and bury it deep in the waters of
baptism. Baptism is our symbolic “dying with Christ” Romans 6:4 . After we show Him
that we really want to die to self, by being buried with Christ in baptism, God starts
conforming us to the image of Christ. Let's take a look at some of the selfish things that
can be removed from our lives. Remember, if there’s anything we think we have to do,
it keeps us from totally doing God’s will. And selfishness is anything in our lives that
isn't God’s will.

Selfishness

What would you give up to speed up your perfecting? What would you give up for God,
for your family, and for yourself? Most people in this group have already made
significant life changes and released things that are very tough to give up.

| have made a list of selfish things that we need to let go of. No one person has them
all. Some of these we do not even look at as selfish; but we can talk about the ways
that they are affecting the lives of other people.



| have this round metal pizza pan here. In the middle of it | built a bonfire. It's just not lit
yet; and we won't do that in the house. In Acts 19:19 after many new converts had
disclosed their magic practices, they brought their books of sorcery, witchcraft, and
magic and began burning them. They counted up the price of them, and they totaled
50,000 pieces of silver.

And here | have little cards on which you can write, as we talk about the list of selfish
things, the ones that you want to weed out of your life. Write them each on a separate
card and put them on the bonfire. When all is ready, we will carry it outside and burn it
in the middle of the driveway.

No one has to see what you write. Just turn the card over. Make it burn with its face to
the flame. If this bonfire is big and beautiful we can roast marshmallows. Let’s make it
worth more than 50,000 pieces of silver and sacrifice it to the Lord.

These cards are called Treasures of Grace, because it is by grace that we can give up
the old life and embrace the new.
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Dying to Self

There are few things on this list that are easy to give up. Sometimes it isn’t easy to
weed the garden. But tell me this: was it easy for Jesus to go to the cross? The best
things in life do not come easy. It wasn't easy for me to take all those stolen tools back.
Getting rid of selfish things will make our lives inestimably better. It will help us in all our
relationships. It will make us feel better about our relationship with God. And our
prayers will not be hindered from reaching the throne of God. Our actions, our behavior
certainly can hinder prayers.

If “Going to Heaven” is your goal, there is nothing you have to do to get there short of

belief in Jesus. But if your goal is “For the Will of God to be Done in your Life” it is part
of God'’s will to weed the garden. It is His will to prepare you to effectively do what He
has planned for you on Earth. It is His will to make you a fruitful member of His family.

One may say, “It is too hard to quit smoking. I've been doing that all my life. Is it really
necessary to quit?” Let me ask you this: Do you want to please God? Romans 8:8
says, those who are in the flesh cannot please God. Did smoking come from God or
from men? Is smoking in the flesh or in the Spirit? God’s reason for cautioning us not
to do something is always for our own benefit. He wants us to die to selfish things and
live in the Spirit because that is the most satisfying life. That is also the life He is
pleased with and the life He can use for His purpose.

If you sow to the flesh, you reap fleshly results. What are some of the fleshly results of
smoking?
1. It drains out your energy and your life. Breathing smoke rather than clean
air affects the way the body functions. You tire quicker. You wake up tired in the
morning instead of refreshed. You can’t run or walk as far or as fast. You lack
endurance for energy-sapping tasks. This is only one of the first effects of smoking.
I know this because | used to smoke, and | quit.

2. It leaves an ashtray smell in your mouth. How pleasant can it be to have
a mate who holds the ashtray up for you to kiss? Marriages break up because of the
selfishness we insist on hanging onto. And this is only one selfish act.

3. It yellows the teeth, and helps rot them quicker. How pleasant do you
want to be to all those around you? If you don’t care how you come across that is
more selfishness. We do care, and we don’t want to be offended.

4. It drains the financial resources.  Cigarettes cost $6.00 a pack. Many
people smoke a pack or more a day. When two people in a family each smoke a
pack a day it costs $360.00 a month. How far will that go toward making the rent
payment, the child support payment, the automobile repair? Do the math to figure
the cost of your own smoking situation. What is most important to you, your family
or your smoking habit?

5. It's hard on the kids.  Smoking is now banned in most public places because
of the health risks involved to innocent people who choose not to breathe smoke.
But did you give your own kids the chance to make an informed choice whether they
want to breathe your smoke or not? Soon the law will be passed that you have to



give them a choice when they are old enough to make it, and keep the smoke away
from them until they do reach the age of majority.

6. It's a bad example for the kids.  One of my reasons for quitting was that |
never wanted any of my kids to take up a bad habit because of something they saw
me doing. We follow the footsteps of our parents whether we want to or not
sometimes.

7. It hinders your prayers. We have seen in many situations that sin hinders
our prayers. Selfishness is sin. Smoking is selfishness. If you treat your family so
badly, how can you ask God to do you any favors? Read James 4:1-5: the source of
our pleasures wages war in our members. We steal and kill to get what we can’t
afford. We ask and we don't receive because we spend it on our pleasures. God
desires His Spirit to live in us. Do you want the Spirit to live in a smoky old cavern?
8. We are standing at the gate of Heaven Genesis 28:17 . Will you continue
to smoke outside the gate or enter in? There are many other fleshly results and
adverse effects of smoking; but I'll stop for now.

So how does one quit smoking? It's very simple; you just never put a cigarette into your
mouth again. Oh come on, it doesn’t work that easy. Yes it does. | speak from
experience. It's only going to be difficult if you keep making yourself believe that you
can't do it. | quit smoking when | was 20 years old; and | quit cold turkey. Anything we
do is the result of making a decision. You make a decision and you stick to it.

Becoming a Christian is just making a decision. God parades His people before you,
you see how happy they are and how they live, you see all the trouble that worldly
people have and their strife with each other, and you decide: that's how | want to be. |
want to have a happy, peaceful life. Being a law-abiding citizen is just making a
decision. You see how people live who obey the law, and you see the troubles that
criminals have and you decide: | want that easier more pleasant life. So now you see
some of the undesirable results of smoking, and you see how pleasant people live who
don’t smoke, and you make a decision: I'm not going to smoke any more.

| quit smoking 4 years before | became a Christian. | didn’t have God’s help; | probably
did but I didn’t realize it. At least | couldn’t cling to Him and | didn’t have the support of
His people. | didn’t spend time in prayer and Bible reading to give me comfort. 1 just
made a decision and quit. | threw the cigarettes away and the lighter and never bought
any more. It turned out to be the best thing | ever did for my health. | never counted the
financial cost of my smoking; but it was about $20.00 a month. Back then, 35 years
ago, that was a lot to me. So it was good for my finances too,

But you say, “Why can’t | just quit a little bit at a time?” If you do you may never quit; it
will be hard then. It's always harder when you string something out over time. And let
me ask you this: Did Jesus die on the cross a little bit at a time? Quit your whining and
just do it! Make a decision and stick to it. Stop walking according to the flesh. Die to
self.



Replace It

Romans 6 tells us that to the degree that we present our members to God as
instruments of righteousness, He sanctifies us. That means He sets us apart from the
old undesirable habit; He makes us holy. When | quit smoking, | didn’t know that kind of
stuff, | didn’t know God. And most Christians don’t even know what it takes to get this
magnificent blessing; the best blessing in all of scripture is sanctification. | found that |
needed something else to do with my hands, my mouth, and my mind. So | read books
and | chewed gum. | cleaned my act up a little. It needed a lot more, but that came
later. | had to replace the old behavior with something new.

You can present your members to God. Give Him your hands and ask Him to perform
good deeds with them. Give Him your mouth and ask Him to make only good things
come into and out of it. Give Him your mind and the old selfish thinking and ask Him to
transform it into a river of life. He will answer that prayer because it is His will for you.

No matter what habit or selfish trait you wish to remove from your life, find something
else with which to replace it. Ask God what He wants the new behavior to be. Don’t
minimize this very important growth strategy by saying, “Oh I'm getting better. | don’t
smoke as much or | don’t do that as much; | will quit soon.” Or maybe you say, “We just
smoke the cheaper ones. It doesn’t cost all that much.” That’s bull ticky! Don't try to
carry your cross a little bit at a time. Pick it up and walk like a man, or woman.

Give yourself totally to God. Let Him weed out of your life every selfish tactic. Let Him
remove every undesirable behavior. Let Him use you for His righteous purpose before
you use yourself up wastefully.
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